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	Dates to Remember

Nov. 8th  
Parent College
6:00 – 7:00 pm 
“Social Networking: Tips for Parents”


Nov. 11th 
Parent/Teacher Conferences
(No School for Students)


Nov. 14th-15th
OLSAT testing
(3rd grade)


Nov.  23rd-25th Thanksgiving Break 











Staff Birthdays

Nov. 17th –
Ms. John


Nov. 17th –
Mrs. Williams



   





REMINDER
All students must have an emergency card on file at the school.  If you have not completed a white card yet, please do so as soon as possible.




















“Developing dynamic individuals through hard work, academic achievement, and character education”.

	Principal’s Message                                                  
Dear Parents,
I cannot believe how fast this year is moving!  So far this year, our school has had so much to celebrate.  Our students are enjoying the many clubs and extracurricular activities we have to offer.  Additionally, our character education program is continuously improving.  Character education is a part of our school mission and it is one of Imagine Schools Six Measures of Excellence.  Therefore, we do not take character education lightly at Imagine Foundations.  Character education is taught daily by each classroom teacher.  Ms. Daves, our school counselor also provides weekly character lessons to all classes.  The character education traits for each month are aligned with the traits listed in the student agenda books.  

October 28, 2011 was our second character assembly for the month.  The character assemblies usually include guest speakers, student presentations, and character awards.  Our character task force works very hard to plan and implement the character assemblies.  We want our parents to be involved in our character education. Therefore, parents are welcome to attend any of the character assemblies.    

During the month of October we had a number of events that focus on our character goals for this year.  For example, on October 14, 2011 students and staff supported the homeless by completing a Mini-Walk for the homeless.  Students raised $1,110.00 in monetary donations.  During the week of October 24, 2011, we participated in Red Ribbon Week.  Students were excited to learn about Drug Awareness and they showed it by participating in the daily theme days, such as hat day, jersey day, jean day, etc.  We look forward to having many more programs and activities that foster our character education program.  

Our school is rated as one of the top charter schools in the state.  We could not have that kind of success without the support of our parents and wonderful teachers.  I just recently received notice that two or our teachers were nominated for The Gazettes Favorite Teacher of the Year.  Ms. Ernestra McBurrows, Sixth Grade Language Arts teacher was nominated by her former student Jaia Gillette.  Ms. Kelly Sereda, First Grade Language Arts teacher was nominated by her former and current student, Ezekiel Lawrence.  Kudos and congratulations go out to both of our wonderful Imagine Foundations teachers.  Please help support our teachers and vote for them.  Information was sent in the Monday folder. 

The first marking quarter of the year has come to an end.  Report card conferences will be held on November 11, 2011.  Please contact your child’s teacher for a conference time.  I encourage you to contact your child’s teacher to discuss his/her progress.  Additionally, please make sure you are checking the SchoolMax Family Portal weekly in order to stay informed of your child’s grades.  By checking grades at least weekly, you can discuss questions or concerns with your child’s teacher in a timely manner.  

Thank you for taking the time to read our school newsletter.  We look forward to informing you next month.   

Sincerely,
Chenee Dwarte
Principal
                                                                                        
Counselor’s Corner 


Greetings Parents/Guardians!   
The first Parent College will be on November 8, 2011 in the Science Building.  The topic is Social Networking: Tips for Parents. If your child has access to a computer or a cell phone, you may want to attend! Topics offered will be geared towards helping you to become more knowledgeable of issues students may face and how you can assist them.  ALL parents are welcome to attend!

Ms. Daves

Special Area News                       
PHYSICAL EDUCATION    
Hello Parents and Caretakers!

Time is really flying as we head into the holiday months.  The physical education classes are going strong, but there is a limitation to how much we can do because of the infrequency of class time.  We have four electives that share time.  Therefore, we basically introduce the skills of the activities and encourage the students to continue what they learn in a home setting.  This is especially necessary in the area of fitness.  Students have been instructed to engage in 30 to 60 minutes of strenuous exercise three times a week.  Playing a sport or simply riding a bicycle will produce good healthy habits that the children will carry over into later life.  

The upper grades will go into team sports for the next quarter while the lower grades will work on hand-eye coordination drills like ball rhythmic and beanbag relays.   

With so much talk about over-weight children (17% of 2 to 19 year-olds), we need to be aware of healthy eating habits.  Check out www.mypyramid.gov and have your children create a program for themselves.  Just as they need necessary tool for academics, our children need the tools to learn how to eat right.  Again, cut down on fried foods and eat more raw or fresh veggies-that is a good start.  Remember processed food contains a lot of additives that are not good for growing minds.  

Important: Grades 3 through 7 should wear athletic shoes for PE class.  We are having issues with gym safety due to sliding street shoes.  I have given the students a break last quarter.  However, I must now emphasize that grades will be affected if they come to class without shoes.  It is your child’s responsibility to know and remember what they need each day.  Be sure to schedule an appointment for a conference on November 11th by emailing me at john.rainey@pgcps.org.  

Let’s have a great second quarter!

TRAFFIC
Thanks to all who are making dismissal a success!  You are staying by your cars, displaying patience, having good attitudes and cooperating.  Thank you!  A word of caution however is necessary.  Remember the speed limit is 10 mph. Some of the drivers are going too fast.  Nothing is more important than the safety of our students so please obey the speed limit.  Also, make sure your children get out of your car on the sidewalk side.  Again thank you! 
  
                                                           
Mr. Rainey
ART DEPARTMENT NEWS                                        
Hello Imagine parents! 

New projects are brewing for the month of November. As with the last two months, I am assigning table captains and charting remarkable “Studio Behavior” on a daily basis. Tables that pay close attention to directions and are consistently ready will be rewarded for a positive attitude towards learning in the art room. Students who show ready studio behavior prove that they are responsible enough to handle more advanced materials such as paint and clay. Please remind your child to stay on task and ready in Art so that they can enjoy these enriching creative activities!

Congratulations to Mr. Sereda’s Red Table for earning 15+ points! These young artists will be the first to receive a gift bag from Ms. Ortañez. Keep it up!
 (
Ms. Floyd and I need your help by donating and recycling the following household items:
empty aluminum cans (ex. coffee tins, small cans from soda, beans, etc.)
empty cardboard oatmeal cans
rubber bands from produce packaging
)K-2 students will continue to work with shapes and will be introduced to the concept of Pattern in a series of lessons, which include designing robots and musical instruments. 
NOTE ABOUT MATERIALS: Younger students must leave their art bins in the lobby of the art room. With colder weather approaching, it only makes sense. These supplies may be compiled to share with the rest of the class. In such a short class period, it is the best solution for me to set up the classroom and carry out lessons.

3-4 students will develop strong drawing skills with their Head-to-Toe self-portraits. We learned about the art concept of Proportion. We have practiced in our art journals and now have moved onto bigger paper. Students are also setting their long term goals by visualizing themselves in a future profession.

5-7 students are about finished with a few comprehensive drawing activities, dealing with facial features and facial proportion. Students are closely observing qualities of their eyes, nose, and mouths. This month, we plan to draw a proper self-portrait in the style of Frida Kahlo along with our representative animal of choice. Students will learn how to achieve Unity in their artworks. 

NOTE ABOUT HOMEWORK: It is given on a weekly basis. Please make sure that your student is writing assignments down and completing the work in a timely manner before their scheduled special class.

I am looking forward to another productive month in the art room. Thank you for all your help!
Ms. Ortañez
SPANISH DEPARTMENT                                             
Hola Padres y estudiantes!
 
I am glad to greet you again for this mes of noviembre!

This mes, the estudiantes will review the months of the year, classroom objects, as well as the members of the family. The students always enjoy our spelling and bingo games as well as the treats! We will also work with our first Spanish verbs; 'ser' (to be) and 'tener' (to have) and the estudiantes will begin to understand simple conversation pertaining to 'la familia'. A few classes have missed a day or two in octubre because of assemblies or character development but my plan is for those classes to soon catch up.
 
Padres, please be sure to try to glance at your childs grades through Schoolmax.  That way you will be updated on your child's progress.  Sometimes when I give homework assignments, they are forgotten at home or in their lockers and I do not receive them. Also, I remind my students to always put their name on their work so that I can know who it is that is turning in work. Some students still do not have their Spanish notebooks and that will make it difficult to study for tests; as all the notes are copied and stored in that notebook. 

Feel free to contact me about ANY questions or concerns you may have. 
It is very important for estudiantes to look at their notes every so often so that they will not forget what was reviewed from last class. Please make sure all work that is assigned is handed in to Senora Garay.
 
I look forward to this mes de noviembre!

Señora Jarvis - Garay
MUSIC DEPARTMENT      
Happy November Imagine Family!!!

Choir: Thank you to those students who came out to our first official choir rehearsal. We will have Choir rehearsals every 1st and 3rd Thursday. However, our next choir rehearsal will not be on November 3rd, it will be November 4th (which is a Friday) from 3:45 - 5:00pm. Currently, we are focusing on breathing, music scales, training our voices and hearing the pitches. The first song we will sing will be Imagine by John Lennon. WE ARE LOOKING FOR MORE SINGERS, so please encourage your children to come to rehearsal! If your child is interested in attending our next choir rehearsal, please email me. This choir is for 5th - 7th graders only.
 
Kindergarten through 2nd grade - Currently students are learning the different tempos and beats in the classroom as well as coming up with creative stories that require students to use fast, slow and steady movements. Students will begin listening to Peter and the Wolf and Carnival of the Animals which are two narrative stories that will introduce students to musical instruments.  I would like to start a rhythm band for the Kindergarten - 2nd graders as a part of the music curriculum. However, I need your help! 

The art teacher, Ms. Ortanez, and I are collaborating so that students can create percussion instruments in art class and practice and perform them in music class. In order for this project to be a success, we are requesting parents send the following items to their art class: empty egg cartons, coffee cans, oatmeal cans, newspaper, and cardboard boxes. We would like these items no later than Veterans Day (November 11th) so that we can get started and have some fun making beautiful percussive sounds through the halls of Imagine! 

3rd & 4th grade - We are a little behind schedule with the 3rd and 4th grade due to students not remembering information. Parents, even though I do not give much homework for these grades, please encourage students to read over notes and/or study the information I teach in class. I do plan on catching up to date by the first week of November so that the students can begin playing reading notes and playing their recorders! Once we begin the recorders, we will be using the Recorder Karate method. Students will all start off at "white belt" and must complete certain songs in order to move up the belts eventually finishing as a black belt recorder player! Please feel free to contact me anytime if you have questions about children's homework, or what they are learning in class.
 
5th -7th grade - We are currently finishing up our first unit on note reading and rhythm reading and should begin our new unit on our music instruments (keyboards) early this month. At this point, we have about eight keyboards in the classroom and need more! If you have any old, working keyboards that you would like to donate to Imagine, please contact me as soon as possible. 

7th grade parents: Your child's grade in music will not show up on their report card for the first quarter. I will send home a current grade report for you to sign and return to me.
 
Parents: Do you have a musical background and/or have ideas you would like to see bloom from Imagine's first ever music program??? I am here for you!! 

Please feel free to email me at MusicAtImagine@gmail.com or quanice.floyd@pgcps.org if you have any questions, concerns, comments or ideas!
 
Have a great month!
Ms. Floyd
Kindergarten News 
Greetings Kindergarten Parents!

Listed below is what our class will be doing during the month of November in Math and Science... and how you as parents can help!

In Math, we will:
· identify missing numbers before, after and between
· Cover a design in different ways using pattern blocks
· solve “some went away” number story problems
· tell time by the hour
· count pennies and dimes

For our students to have a prior understanding of these concepts, you may give them oral or written practice with these lessons at home. We will also be asking our students to bring real coins to class…so start saving that loose change!

In Science our Kindergarteners will be investigating Trees for the coming month. They will:
· observe trees in the schoolyard
· visit a farm to discover what they get from living organisms like plants
· care and handle a class tree by watering
· compare trees for similarities and differences

At home or in your community, you may start talking to your child about the type of trees you have in your area. Have a day with your child to walk and find how many types of trees you have in your neighborhood and talk about the tree that you both like best.

As you discover trees with your child help us collect things we can put in our scrapbook and we will set a date when you can send them to our class.                             
Mrs. Lo

Language Arts

Greetings Kindergarten Parents!

We have had a busy month in English Language Arts, and I am looking forward to a productive November.

You can support your student in a number of ways. First, we have worked on the following letters, and this is a good time to start reinforcing them at home: Aa, Oo, Gg, Hh, Ll, Mm, Nn, Tt, Pp, Ii. In order to practice you can point out things that start with this letter, label things in your house with these letters and manipulate these letters into words (see how many you can make -- it is a lot!). We have also been working hard on our sight words. You can reinforce their work by practicing sentences with the words: like, see, a, the, you, am, I, we, can, go. 

In reading next month, we will add new letters, blend more words, work with twin consonants (words like "hill", "mitt", etc.), and seek to really increase our reading comprehension. You can support this when you are reading with your children -- be sure to ask them questions like "What happened in the beginning/middle/end of the story?" and "What do you predict will happen next?” 

We have also started our small groups.  Your students are getting time every day to practice reading instructional-level books picked just for their group. Our writing is progressing steadily, however this is the subject of most challenge for most of our students. They will be writing with their letters and sight words in order to write full sentences -- not just phrases -- starting in November. 

Finally, in social studies, after a successful set of continent projects, we will begin our next exploration into Native Americans. 

If you can, please bring in donations for our Fall Festival Baskets. My homeroom's theme is "A Night at the Movies" and Ms. Lo's is "Toys". 

As always, please feel free to reach out with questions or concerns.
                                                          Ms. McPhaul
First Grade News 

We are moving right along this school year in both math and science.

In math class we will learn about:
· Trading pennies for dimes
· Measuring to the nearest inch
· Ordering two-digit numbers
· Writing the date using digits
· Using measuring cups and spoons
· Making a Venn diagram
· Making a design with a line of symmetry
· Adding two-digit numbers using dimes and pennies
· Measuring objects to the nearest foot 

In science class we will finish up our first unit: Pebbles, Sand, and Silt. The class will:
· Make a mixture of earth materials to create soil
· Use screens to separate the components in a soil mixture
· Observe and record the results of shaking soil and water in a vial
· Find and collect samples of soil outside the classroom

We will begin our second unit: Solids and Liquids. The class will:
· Observe several kinds of solid materials
· Compare properties of solids to materials
· Sort solids in a different way

Please make sure your child completes and turns in their homework every day because it is essential to their learning. Practicing daily with addition and subtraction flash cards will give your student a head start to mastering their basic facts. Math-drills.com is a great website where a lot of additional practice can be found!
Mrs. Fanning
Greetings First Grade Families!

Listed below is what we will be doing during the month of November in Phonics, Reading, and History & Geography … and how you as parents can help!

Phonics:
· There will be an assessment every fifth lesson.
· Spelling lists will be sent home weekly. Please use them to help your child review for the spelling tests! You may KEEP all lists sent home!
· Review and introduce: sight words, blending, initial, medial and final sounds in words.
· Contractions, digraphs, syllables, compound words.

For Home: Please read the paragraph at the bottom of your child’s phonics homework to understand what he/she learned about that day.

Reading –Let’s Connect!
Comprehension Skills: 
· Analyze Text Structure
· Compare and Contrast
· Identify Main Idea and Details
· Make Predictions
· Analyze Character and Setting
Grammar:
· Present Tense Verbs
· Past Tense Verbs
· Is and Are
· Contractions with Not
Writing:
· Personal Narrative
· Descriptive Writing
· Story

For Home: Practice the above skills with your child a little bit each night. When reading with them, help them to develop their comprehension skills by asking “Think Aloud” questions such as: What do you think is the main idea in this story? How do you know that is what the story is about? Can you retell what happened in the story from the beginning to end? What is the setting of the story? Who are the main characters?

There will be an assessment every FIFTH lesson!

READ 20 MINUTES EACH NIGHT!

History & Geography: Mesopotamia: vocabulary – ruins, ancient, civilization, priest, cradle, triangle, complicated, cuneiform, humble, terror

For Home: Keep an eye out for the upcoming Projects and Activities!
They will be sent home in your child’s homework folder.		

Thank you for your continued support!
Mrs. Sereda 
2nd GRADE READING & HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY NEWS!!

Greetings Imagine Families!
	November is here and we will start on a new unit in Reading/Language Arts called “Better Together”.  We will embark on a journey reading nonfictional and fictional stories about people and animals working together as a team. Look at what we will learn for the month of November:

Snapshot of Learning for the
month of November

Saxon Phonics
· Compound Words
· Spelling with ke and ve
· Vowel y /i/
· Vowel y /e/
· Spelling the /e/ Sound

Treasures Comprehension Strategies/Skills
· Reread/Cause and Effect
· Read Ahead/Use Illustrations
· Adjust Reading Rate/Reread/Summarize



Grammar						Writing
· Action Verbs					Persuasive Poster
· Present-tense Verbs				Persuasive Speech
· Past-tense Verbs				Personal Narrative

World History and Geography
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Japan Today


Reminders to parents:				

· Make sure your child is reading every night for at least 20 minutes.

If you have any questions, contact me via email at trendlyon.veal@pgps.org.
Ms. Veal
Math and Science:     	
Dear Parents, 

I am excited to announce that 70% of our 2nd grade scored an A on the Air and Weather test in science! It seems we have many science enthusiasts in the 2nd grade. 

In science this month, we expand on many concepts we just learned in Air and weather by learning about “The Water Cycle”. During this unit, we will learn about evaporation, humidity, condensation, and the many uses of water on our planet. You can further your child’s learning of this concept by observing and discussing water in nature, and looking at pictures of water in various states (ice, vapor, liquid). 



In math this month, we will learn:

· That multiplication is a faster way to write an addition problem
· The distance around a shape is called its perimeter
· There are many different types of triangles   
· We can find the sum of any 2 digit numbers by using mental computation
You can help your child with these concepts by measuring and adding the sides of shapes such as rectangles, practicing multiplication facts with flash cards, and looking at different types of triangles. 

Reminder-: As the weather gets colder, please send your child daily with a coat/ hat, etc. Children with no coat will NOT be permitted to participate in outdoor recess. Please make sure your child writes all homework assignments daily and remembers to pass in homework daily so that they may receive full credit. 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving Break!  		  

Mrs. Williams
Third Grade News 

Welcome to another month of academic excellence!!

While the water unit was fun, I am excited to begin a new science unit, “Earth Materials.” We will investigate a selection of the most common rocks and minerals that make up Earth’s crust, and learn some techniques used by geologists to identify them. 

Geology requires analysis. To develop analytical skills and techniques, we will first take apart a simulated rock called a Mock Rock. We will observe them, break them apart, dissolve them in water, and evaporate the liquid to discover the ingredients from which our rocks are made. We will then move on to real rocks and minerals, using scratch tools and acid (vinegar) to test for specific minerals. Finally we will look at granite, the base rock from which continents are made, and analyze it to discover the minerals it contains. 

You can increase your child’s understanding and interest in earth materials by asking him or her to talk about the investigations we are doing at school. Rocks, which appear so commonplace, may become objects that inspire questions and promote close observation. You and your child may want to start a rock collection, or visit the library or a rock and mineral display to expand your rock and mineral knowledge. 

We are looking forward to weeks of fun with rocks and minerals! If you have questions or comments, or have expertise you would like to share with the class, please drop me a note. 

The following concepts are what we will concentrate on in Mathematics for the month of November:

· Read and write money amounts to $99,999.99
· Estimate a sum 
· Use estimation to check the reasonableness of sums
· Solve story problems involving subtraction
· Master multiplication facts
· Multiply using mental computation and multiplication algorithm
· Write story problems for multiplication number sentences
· Identify fractional parts of a whole
· Complete a catalog order form

Remember to please check over each homework question with your child and practice multiplication facts. Please be on the look out for field trip slips for our trip to the Maryland Science Center in Baltimore at the end of the month. 
		Mrs. Doughty
Reading/Language Arts:   

Greetings Families, 
 
Happy November! Thank you all for everything you have been doing at home to support your child's education. I want to say a big thank you to our parent classroom representatives! They have been such a big help to us already this year with fundraising, organizing our fall party, the auction baskets, and parent notifications! Ms. Doughty and I are truly grateful to have you! I also want to say thank you to the parent volunteers who came with us on our first field trip and have helped me out in the classroom! If any parent has free time during the day and would like to volunteer to help during small groups and grading papers, please let me know! 

For the month of November in Treasures, we will have our first unit assessment on unit 2. We will also discuss two new weekly themes (Unit 3 weeks 1, 2, and 3). Unit 3 Week 1 theme: Food Around the World. Unit 3 Week 2 theme: Solving Riddles.  Unit 3 Week 3 theme: Ecosystems in Balance. Within these two themes we will learn about:
· Vocabulary: Food Around the World: guests, banquet, agreeable, curiosity, gaze, untrusting. Solving Riddles: wearily, depart, suitable, increase, observed, advised, discouraged. Ecosystems in Balance: preserve, restore, suffered, rainfall.
· Vocabulary Strategies: Synonyms, dictionary: unfamiliar words and multiple-meaning words
· Comprehension: Visualizing, making inferences, story structure, plot and setting, test structure, and cause and effect. 
· Grammar: Action verbs, present-tense verbs, and past-tense verbs
· Writing: Journal entry, character sketch, and persuasive writing. 
· Spelling: Words with /ar/,  /or/, and /ur/
This month in History and Geography, we will continue to learn about World Geography. Some important concepts we will cover are: 
· Important Rivers of the World
· Asia:  Ob, Yellow (Huang He), Yangtze (Chang Jiang), Ganges, Indus
· Africa:  Nile, Niger, Congo
· South America:  Amazon, Parana, Orinoco
· North America:  Mississippi and major tributaries, Mackenzie, Yukon
· Australia:  Murray-Darling
· Europe:  Volga, Danube, Rhine
Novel: Robin Hood and His Merry Outlaws by J. Walker McSpadden. We have begun our literature circles. They are held every 6th lesson of each weekly theme. Each child has a literature circle job sheet that will need to be completed by this time. The jobs include: Connector, Illustrator, Word Finder, Correspondent, and Discussion Director. It is imperative that each child do their part and complete their job sheet to support their literature circle group. 
What you can do at home: 
· Check Schoolmax and Schoolnotes frequently to see your child's grades, homework for the week, and important updates! 
· Make sure your child is coming to school on time every day! When they come in late, they miss completing important morning procedures, like their warm-up and writing down homework. 
· Their Treasures packets are sent home a day or two before the Treasures test. Please go over the answers with your child, make sure the packet is complete, they understand what they are doing, and they turn it back in the next day. If you have any problems, do not hesitate to email me.
· Have your child go on the Treasures website to find games and activities that go along with the weekly themes and concepts being learned. 
· The #1 most important thing to do at home is read to your child and/or have him/her read to you every night for 20-30 minutes. This is the perfect opportunity for your child to read and keep up with their novels or indulge in a favorite book! 
· The love of reading is key to academic success!

Classroom Donations:
· Filler paper! We go through almost 100 sheets a day!
Thank you again for all your hard work and continued support at home.
Mrs. Grove


Dear Parents/Guardians,

It is already the end of the first quarter!  As we begin the new quarter continue to encourage your child to do his/her best at all times.  Many thanks to the parents who have been so involved in all of our students’ lives.

Math Focus:  
Instructions: In October, we began simple Geometry and will continue for this month. This will include polygons, angles, pairs of lines, and classifying triangles.  Work in fractions will extend to comparison, equivalence, and mixed numbers.  We will begin procedures with rounding and estimating. We will infuse daily Brief Constructed Responses (BCRs) in homework.  Your child will continue to take notes as applicable in his/her notebook, as this will be necessary for the purpose of studying. 

Science Focus:
Instructions: We will continue Life Science (Structures of Life) for this month. Our bean plants are growing and we hope to reap beans by Thanksgiving as long as they have enough sunshine.  We will stay hopeful. The children are having a ball of a time with animal life and working with the crayfish.  We expect to investigate the land snail for a week in this month.  We will also work on a mini-project in this arena, and will also visit the Baltimore Aquarium to extend students’ awareness of animal life.  We will culminate the unit with a test for a date to be announced.

Homework: There have been great improvements in the volume of homework turned in.  Thanks for your effort.  Please continue to ensure that your child completes and turns in all homework. Some Science homework assignments will be given over a period of days up to a week.  When this is done it will be graded as ‘test.’  Please ensure that your child completes all of these.

Note:  
Too many students have been tardy since school began.  Please ensure that your child gets to school by the latest 8:30 a.m.  Whether or not he/she has a tardy slip, he/she is marked tardy if he/she enters the room after this time.  Encourage him/her to get to the classroom quickly, without stopping on the way.

I look forward to greater experiences in learning!
Mrs. Holding-Smith
Happy November Parents and Guardians!

The month of November provides a time when we can reflect on those things that we are thankful for.   We are thankful for the opportunity we had to work with your children and wish each one a safe and productive rest of the school year.  We encourage you to continue supporting your child’s education by doing the following:

· Provide gentle reminders to keep materials and belongings organized
· Check your child’s agenda book and homework nightly
· Assist your child when preparing for quizzes and tests

We would like to provide you with an overview of the curriculum for the month:


Language Arts / Reading 
Unit 3:  Make a Difference-Find out about children and heroes that have made a difference in our lives and the Great Plains Indians.

Comprehension – Author’s Purpose, Compare and Contrast, Summarize and Sequence.

Vocabulary – Synonyms, Prefixes, Word Parts (inflected verb endings), homophones, multiple-meaning words.

Writing – Poems, Persuasive Writing and Plays

Spelling – words with the following features:  Words with silent letters, soft c and g and plural endings 

Grammar – Action verbs, verb tenses, main, helping and linking verbs

Reminders/Notices:
Donations are consistently being accepted for our Treat Basket! 
Tip of the Month:  BE A CHEERLEADER – Praise your child when he/she does well!   !
Parent Teacher Conferences – November 11, 2011.
Thank you for being your child’s first teacher!
Mrs. Burrows and Mrs. Harris
Fifth Grade News                 
Greetings Teammates!

Math class is moving along smoothly as usual!   I am very pleased with the way the students were able to adapt to a new classroom!  Please be sure your student is completing his/her written practice nightly.  Also, if your child does not know his/her multiplication and division facts very well, please have them practice every day.  At this point in the math program, it is assumed that basic facts can be recited quickly.  

Parent/teacher conferences are quickly approaching and there are a limited number of slots, so please contact me if you wish to meet on the designated day.  If you are unable to schedule on the designated day, feel free to contact me to schedule for a different day.  I am planning to have a Thanksgiving “Feast” before the Thanksgiving break so if you are able to help, please contact me because I will not be able to do it myself.  I hope all is well with everyone and I look forward to continuing to work with you on your child’s academic journey to excellence.  Below is a list of math and science concepts we will cover over the next month:

Math:
· Finding Percent of a Number
· Renaming Fractions
· Equivalent Division Problems
· Comparing Decimal Numbers
· Simplifying Decimal Numbers
· Writing Decimal Numbers in Expanded Notation
· Circumference
· Pi
· Subtracting Mixed Numbers with Regrouping
· Division by a Decimal Number
· Division by a Fraction
· Displaying Data
· Rounding Decimal Numbers
· Simplifying Fractions (This is a huge part of math this year!  Need to know basic facts!)

Science:
· Living Systems
· Cells
· Parts of a Cell
· Environments and Environmental Factors
· Classifying Living Things
Mr. Sereda
Greetings Fifth Grade Family!

We will cover the following topics during the month of November in our program:

Unit 2- Discoveries

Weekly Themes: “The Right to Vote”, “Protecting the Environment”, and “Desert Habitats”.

Reading Comprehension Skills
· Fact and Opinion
· Compare and Contrast

Grammar
· Verb Tenses
· Main and Helping Verbs

Writing
· Poem
· Dialogue

Social Studies
· Lakes of the World

Core Knowledge Novel – “Little Women”

Students will be assigned activities for each chapter that will be collected and graded on a weekly basis.  Students are expected to keep all assignments in a folder or a notebook.  Assignments can be hand written neatly or typed.   Happy Reading!!

As a reminder students are expected to come to class every day with the appropriate materials (i.e. pencils, notebooks, soft-cover books, book for leisure reading, etc.).  Also students must continue to complete all homework assignments to ensure comprehension and academic success. 
Ms. John
Sixth and Seventh Grade News 
Dear Sixth Grade Family,

We are falling into a season of reading as we continue to venture through our Treasures program.  Here is an overview of what we will cover for the month of November:

 Unit 3 Theme- Great Ideas

Theme Unit 3: Old Southwest 
		   Putting it in Writing 

Reading Comprehension Skill
· Character, Plot ,and Setting
· Drawing Conclusions
· Summarizing
· Cause and Effect 

Grammar
Verbs
· Helping/ Linking 
· Tenses
· Actions
· Past, Present, Future Tense 

Writing Skills and Application
· Character Sketch  
· Expository 
· Short Story 
· Essays

Social Studies
Christianity and Judaism 

Current Core Knowledge Novel
The Shakespeare Stealer by Gary Blackwood (Fiction) and
 William Shakespeare and His Times by Helen Sillett (Nonfiction). 
Students are reading these books simultaneously and completing questions as they read.
Students are responsible for reading assigned pages or chapters for homework. Students are given activities to complete for each chapter in the book. 

Please be mindful that students must complete all homework assignments each night to ensure comprehension and success. Remember, homework is 25% of student’s total grade.  

Thank you for making our first annual Fall Festival a great success. 
Parents please remember to send in $2 for Glogster. 
We are in need of room deodorizer refills (Glade Scented Oil) ,so we can keep our room warm and smelling nice.  All donations will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Please have your child read to you each night. Your interest, praise, and encouragement are sure to lead to your child’s success. 

Thank you for voting for me for Favorite Teacher! It is truly a joy to teach!
Ms. McBurrows

Dear Parents and Students, 
Our sixth grade class continues to work in the unit, Levers and Pulleys.  Students are using the Scientific thinking processes to conduct experiments which allow them to comprehend how simple machines work together.   Students have learned how to systematically collect, record and graph data.  Students will gain a comprehensive awareness regarding the relationship between the components of lever and pulley systems.  Parents, please begin speaking to your children about Science fair projects. Discuss interest and topics that our students would like to further explore.  
Our seventh grade class continues to explore Earth’s History by making observations while doing investigations.  Students are creating conceptual models in an effort to have a realistic sense of what happens in our environment. Students should ultimately gain the ability to ask good questions based on the evidence from our class experiments, which will lead to an understanding of our past environment.  Parents, please look for information regarding a second quarter project to come home during the second week of November. 
Mrs. Fletcher
Reading/Language Arts

We have made it through the end of the 1st Quarter!  I want to thank everybody for making it a great quarter.  All students should be extremely proud of the progress they have made.  With that being said, there is always room for improvement.  We have accomplished a lot, but there is still much more to be done.


In Reading, we will finish reading The Diary of Anne Frank.  Once this has been completed, there will be a formal assessment as well as a book report.  Look for the guidelines for this book report in the upcoming weeks.  Additionally, students have been working on in-class assignments with this novel.  These include making a timeline of the book and presenting a mock talk show with the characters that are in the novel.  Once we have finished this novel, we will move right into our next novel, The Road to Memphis by Mildred Taylor.

We are also making great progress in the Reading curriculum.  We are at the half-way point of Unit Two.  We are still tackling the Big Question, “Does every conflict have a winner?”  Among the reading skills that we will be practicing are making inferences, conflict and resolution, theme, and both situational and verbal irony.  Additionally, we will look at the informational texts of government publications and web sites.  We should wrap up Unit Two sometime around Thanksgiving.

Our next writing assignment will be a short story literature review.  While participating in a Writer’s Workshop, students will write a five paragraph essay about one short story they have read.  This will be typed and can either be turned in via email or flash drive.  If this poses an issue, please just let me know in advance.  A few weeks later, we will work on autobiographical narratives.

We are continuing to work with adjectives and adverbs in class.  We took an adjectives quiz right before the end of the quarter.  In the coming weeks, we will take a test on adjectives and adverbs.  Once we have finished that, we will look at the different types of verbs.

Social Studies
Great job with the first quarter projects!  I was extremely impressed with the projects that were turned in.  All of the students worked extremely hard on these and are to be commended for their efforts.  These were a major part of the 1st Quarter Grades.  Great job!

As we move into November, we will begin studying some of the ancient civilizations.  Among these are Mesopotamia and Egypt.  There will be a mini-project with the Mesopotamia chapter (creating your own Hammurabi’s Code).  The 2nd Quarter Project will be Building Your Own Egyptian Pyramid.  More information will be made available for both of these projects in the coming weeks.  

Just one quick final note…If you are interested to see how your child is doing in my classes, please check out School Max.  I update my grades on a consistent basis.  If you have any questions concerning your child’s performance or would like to schedule a conference, please do not hesitate to get in contact with me.  Let’s make this a great 2nd Quarter!
Mr. Cuvo
Dear Parents,

	I hope you are having a wonderful fall season. For this month’s newsletter, I not only want to alert you about some of the things coming up, but also inform you about some of the many wonderful things available to you to help your child succeed to their highest potential.  Some of you stated that the math we are doing is unfamiliar to you and that you have not seen it in years.  I totally understand and that is why I am recommending the math website www.wolframalpha.com.  This wonderful website not only gives you the answer but also a step by step process and to how the artificial intelligence of the computer got the answer.  Use it for any level of mathematics, even college and graduate level. It can do it all!  Also if you have an apple product there are many apps (applications) that can help with your child’s success. 
	I am also working on a website for the class that will include videos of the lessons so that both you and your child will have reference points to help with the work done at home.  Please email me at Ronnie.seneque@pgcps.org as soon as possible to schedule an appointment for parent/teacher conference day.  I am giving preference to parents of struggling students so that we can come up with a plan to assist those students moving forward.  That is not to say that I do not want meet with parents of high performing students.  I just want a little more time to devise a working plan to help all students get to grade level and beyond.  

This months skills will be :
· Adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing decimals numbers
· Ratio Sample Space
· Area of a Triangle/ Regular Area
· Interpreting Graphs
· Proportions
· Sum of the Angle Measurements of a Triangle
· Investigation 4 Stem and Leaf, Box and Whisker Plots
· The Distributive Property
· Repeating Decimals
· Converting decimals to fractions and vice versa
· Percents to decimals and vice versa
· Division Answers
· Dividing by a Decimals number
· Rates	
· Powers of 10
· Fraction-Decimals-Percent Equivalents

Course 3/ Pre-Algebra                                                    
· Adding Integers
· Probability
· Subtracting integers
· Proportions/ Ratio Word Problems
· Similar and Congruent Polygons
· Multiplying and Dividing integers
· Multiplying and Divinding Terms
· Areas of Combined polygons
· Using properties of equality to solve equations 
· Circumference of a circle
· Area of a circle
· Investigation 4
Mr. Seneque
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