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	Imagine Foundations Public Charter School Newsletter
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	Volume 3, Issue 2

	Dates to Remember
Oct. 4th – 6th –
OLSAT Testing (1st grade)

Oct. 21st -  
MSEA Convention
(Schools Closed)

Oct. 23rd-31st -  Red Ribbon Week
Monday   
“Wear Red Day” (students can wear red OR their school uniform)
Tuesday
“Put a Cap on Drugs” (students can wear hats WITH their school uniform)
Wednesday
“Team Up Against Drugs” (students can wear their favorite team jersey OR their school uniform)
Thursday
“I’m a 
Jean-ius…I’m Drug Free” (students can wear jeans OR their school uniform)
Friday  
“Hocus Pocus, Drugs Aren’t My Focus” (students can dress like their favorite character OR their school uniform)

Oct. 31st -  Grading/Teacher Planning
(Schools Closed for Students)


Staff Birthdays


Ms. Daves
Oct. 26th 

    




REMINDER
All students must have an emergency card on file at the school.  If you have not completed a white card yet, please do so as soon as possible.




















“Developing dynamic individuals through hard work, academic achievement, and character education”.

	Principal’s Message                                   [image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS0hl-11_CpMVO2_5TcJqPcSjl-rqNINWdv7iiiEw8ilaE7c7gBCA]               
Dear Parents,
We have finally completed a month of school and we are excited about having another successful month!  There are so many wonderful things happening on our campus.  We now have several extracurricular afterschool activities.  They include dance, drama, cheerleading, girls’ basketball, yearbook, and book/writing. Many students are participating and are truly excited to be a part of the activities.  These activities give students a chance to be a part of a team with their schoolmates while doing something they enjoy.  All of the extracurricular activities are school sponsored; therefore, students must achieve and maintain a grade of “C” or better in all subjects in order to participate.  Additionally, students with documented office referrals and/or suspensions may not participate.  

We have noticed that a number of students are arriving to school late.  Our school day begins at 8:30 a.m.  After 8:35 a.m. students are late and must receive a tardy pass.  Beginning October 4, 2011 any student who arrives after 8:45 a.m. will need a parent to sign them in and sign out a key fob.  Please do not just drop your child off if he/she is late.  They will need to be escorted to their locked building with a tardy pass.  

Additionally, we will begin to track tardy students and hold attendance (tardy) meetings with any student who is late more than three times in a week. First, a letter will be sent home.  Next, an attendance meeting with an attendance contract signed by the student and parent will be held.  Finally, you may be asked to return to your boundary school.  For further information please visit page 5 of our Family Handbook.  

Please be reminded that early dismissal ends at 2:30 p.m.  This information can be found on page 6 of the Family Handbook and there is a sign on the front door of the main entrance.  Students cannot be dismissed “early” after 2:30 p.m. 

We are very data driven here at Imagine Foundations Public Charter School.  We focus on meeting the needs of each individual student so that he/she can be successful academically, socially, and emotionally.  With that being said, we will begin offering after-school and in-school intervention for students who are not meeting our benchmark cut scores.  If your child is invited to participate please make sure that he/she takes advantage of the learning opportunity.

Thank you parents for supporting your child’s educational process!

Sincerely,

Chenee Dwarte
Principal
                                                                                        
Counselor’s Corner 
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Greetings Parents/Guardians!   
Parent Colleges will continue to be offered each quarter this school year on the second Tuesday of each month from 6:00-7:00 pm.  The first Parent College scheduled for October 4, 2011 has been rescheduled for November 8, 2011.  The topic is Social Networking: Tips for Parents. If your child has access to a computer or a cell phone, you may want to attend! Topics offered will be geared towards helping you to become more knowledgeable of issues students may face and how you can assist them.  ALL parents are welcome to attend!

We will celebrate Red Ribbon Week the last week of October.  Red Ribbon Week is a week designated to encourage healthy lifestyles and to teach students about the dangers of drugs.  We will have a designated theme each day of that week.  If students do not participate by dressing according to the theme, they MUST wear their school uniform.  If they do not wear their uniform, they will receive a demerit (please refer to the Dates to Remember column).

Continue to talk with your children about positive character and the importance of doing the right thing even when no one is watching.  Also remind them to be positive leaders and not followers.  I am noticing some students that rarely got into trouble are beginning to make poor choices.  Character development is a joint effort between home and school…neither of us can do it alone!

If you need to contact me, I can be reached at erica.daves@pgcps.org.  
Ms. Daves
Special Area News                                               [image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQwObecydLo87gnqXuKFZ-dsJOhU3Vx9ce7BOOaGRf36kxOpw0ekL0Y_XIpsg]
PHYSICAL EDUCATION    
                                                           
Greetings Parents and Friends!

The physical education classes are operating full throttle as we pre-test fitness for third through seventh grades.  We are introducing the online Fitness Gram Program.  When it is up and running you will be able to log onto the parent page and see the fitness assessments.  

K through second grades are exploring the fitness skills as they have fun with the scooters, balls and running. Athletic shoes are required for the PE classes in grades three through seven.

All 6th and 7th graders will not receive a grade on their report cards.  The reason is that the middle school system is set up to be graded by specific quarters.  However, I will have a hard copy of the grades to send home for those classes that are not on SchoolMax for that particular quarter.

Our students need energy to do their best in all classes.  Remember to offer nutritious foods to your students daily.  We are in the process of starting our healthy schools initiative. When on lunch duty, I witness a lot of sugary sweets.  Many students eat the treat, but not the food.  It is okay not to have a treat every day.  Children need lots of water and 30 to 60 minutes of exercise daily.

Upper grades (3-7) will continue fitness assessments.  They will perform curl ups, sit and reach and back flexibility.  The lower grades (K-2) will continue to experience movement skills.  Forward and backward movements and all aerobic skills performed on command will be evaluated.

Please email me if you have questions or concerns at john.rainey@pgcps.org.  

TRAFFIC!
Dear Drivers:

As we continue to refine the dismissal process, we appreciate the patience that you have displayed since the first day of opening.  You help us tremendously by staying in your cars.  The best thing to do on the challenging rainy days is to provide your child with a rain coat and/or an umbrella.  Many factors affect the times of dismissal including students not listening for their names when they are called, so please discuss the importance of listening.  

98% of our drivers are very cooperative and understanding.  However, a few have displayed rudeness and made negative comments.  Remember, we have nearly 400 students to monitor at dismissal with about 250 riding in cars.  We encourage car-pooling and bus riding to help alleviate the congestion.  Please follow the directions of the traffic team as they are protecting your children.  

We are getting better because of you.  Thanks for making Imagine Foundations your school of choice!
Mr. Rainey
ART DEPARTMENT NEWS

Happy October! Here at Imagine, we have had a wonderful, productive September. Now that students have settled into the art classroom routine, we are able to break out our tools to begin creating masterpieces! 

The best way that we can work in the art room is to rely on our Table Captains. Table Captains are assigned every month to make sure all young artists are on task. If your child is a Table Captain, please remind them of the responsibilities they must fulfill as a leader. They must lead by example to earn points for their table! Their job is very important. If they do it well, we will be able to use “messier” materials such as paint and clay.

Grades 3-7 are sketching in their art journals. A sketch is a quick drawing. Perfection is not the goal, but practice is! In art class, we are drawing from observation. That means we are looking at things in real life and drawing what we see.

Grades 5-7 are learning about the Mexican artist, Frida Kahlo, who painted self-portraits and loved animals.  We are thinking about what animals best represent our identity. Students should bring a small mirror to class, as we will be looking a little closer at our facial features just like Frida did. 

Grades 3 - 4 are learning about proportion and drawing a series of full-length self-portraits. 

[image: ]In grades K-2, we are learning about the abstract artist, Wassily Kandinsky. Students are outlining and coloring in shapes with crayon in the style of Kandinsky. We will then use a process called watercolor resist. 

IMPORTANT: Make sure your child has a smock. An old t-shirt works well too. We want to cover and protect our uniforms. If your child does not have one, he/she may not be able to participate in certain art activities.

DONATIONS: We will be recycling ordinary household items into art! For future projects, we will need empty egg cartons, coffee cans, oatmeal cans, newspaper, and cardboard boxes.  If you can donate any of these items, it will greatly be appreciated!

Thanks in advance for all your help!

Ms. Ortañez
SPANISH DEPARTMENT                                    [image: http://www.st-andrews.org/customized/uploads/images/spanish class.jpg]    
Hola Parents!

This past month en la clase de español, the students have:

· reviewed numbers 1-20
· the days of the week
· Spanish alphabet and phonetics
· 5 basic emotions

They have also had lots of fun playing games for treats and they have done a great job greeting me in the morning with “Buenos días Señora Garay!”

I have urged my Spanish students in grades 3 – 7 to bring a Spanish
notebook to each class. It can be a spiral notebook or a composition book reserved especially for Spanish notes. However, very few of the students have brought their notebook to class. It is very important, as they need this book to help retain any notes taken in class instead of loose paper, which can be misplaced or lost. Students in grades K-2 are encouraged to have a folder in which to keep all of their Spanish class work.

I am looking forward to the month of octubre! We will review the days of the week and also the months of the year, also I will introduce the members of the family, the conjugations of the verb ‘to be’ and ‘to have’.

For questions, concerns or comments please email:  Resha.Jarvis@pgcps.org.

Que tengan buen mes de octubre!
Translation: Have a great month of October!
Señora Jarvis - Garay
MUSIC DEPARTMENT       
[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS-6M_U3fOtcYop8WM5hokQFCMVxFm3gs34H99hcJfxyJxywAQ1]
Happy October Imagine Family!
Oh how time flies! One month of school has already passed and we are on our way to having all the students at Imagine singing, and playing their instruments. Before I start my classroom descriptions for October, I would like to invite any student grades 5 - 7 who is interested in joining the first ever Imagine Foundations Choir to please contact me as soon as possible (my contact information is at the bottom of this blurb). The Imagine Choir Interest Meeting will be on October 6th at 3:45pm (immediately after dismissal).
Kindergarten – 2nd grade students - will begin learning the notes of the music alphabet along with rhythms. I am currently collaborating with Ms. Ortanez in regards to creating drums and having the students perform on these instruments. We will continue to work on our movement skills and learning music notes.
3rd - 4th grade students - The deadline for the Yamaha Recorders was September 27th. If you have not purchased your recorder, please do so immediately. This month, I would like students to begin the basics of recorder playing such as technique and learning how to play basic songs such as Mary Had a Little Lamb, Old MacDonald, etc. We will also continue to work on our general music theory and music reading.
5th- 7th grade students- Later this month, students will start the keyboard basics. Parents: If you have an old, working keyboard that you would like to donate to the music program, please contact me at musicatimagine@gmail.com.
As always, it is a pleasure to work with you and your child. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at musicatimagine@gmail.com or quanice.floyd@pgcps.org. 
Ms. Floyd
Kindergarten News                               [image: http://www.sacredheartfla.com/images/clip_art_for_website.jpg]
Time flies when our Kindergarteners are having fun and getting settled with the routines we have in school…thank you for your support and guidance parents!

In Math this month, the focus will be on Number Operations, Process Skills, Algebra and Geometry.  Our students will learn to:
· do simple addition and subtraction story problems
· learn addition doubles facts
· identify ordinal positions 
· create repeating patterns
· weigh objects using non standard units
· identify geometric shapes
 
To enhance these math concepts, we have opened Math centers where students get to work in small groups for 15 minutes at each center. They get the chance to learn new concepts with their teacher, accomplish independent practice themselves in independent work centers and master concepts they are struggling with in their intervention center.   
 
In Science, we are still investigating what students can do with paper. We will: 
· recycle old paper into new paper
· learn a papier-mâché technique by creating a paper bowl
· disassemble and reassemble paper cereal boxes (students will be asked to bring one to school when we make the project)
· weave place mats by weaving paper
· create a sculpture using wood and paper

With the number of projects that we are creating, we plan to come up with a class exhibit to showcase the projects. Parents will be provided with further details once we have finalized our plans.
 
Lastly, we are asking parents to donate
a. treats that can go to our treat basket (stickers, snacks or candies)
b. indoor board games that are age appropriate and educational
c. outdoor games for recess use like balls, etc.
 
Thank you in advance for your attention and donations!
Mrs. Lo
Language Arts
[image: http://www.dabawpinoy.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/Teacher-reading.gif]

Happy October Kindergarten Parents!

Your children are making a lot of progress in Kindergarten English Language Arts -- our students are already showing marked improvement in retelling and engaging with stories and they are working very hard on their writing and reading. We have started small groups where students are getting more individualized reading intervention and attention. However, please remember that the best way to support your student's reading growth is making sure they are reading or being read to at least 20 minutes every night! The more reading that goes on at home, the faster they will progress.

October will be a very full month for us. We will finish our first large Social Studies project on the continents (remember this is due in full on October 10th). The week of October 10th, students will be assessed in DIBELS in order to get a better picture of their reading levels. After that, we plan on moving into more challenging shared reading texts and picking up the pace of our letter study to include more blending. We also hope to go on our first field trip at the end of the month -- stay tuned for details!

Finally, please remember to label all of your student's clothing. We are increasingly seeing students come in with jackets and hats, but students sometimes misplace them by the end of the day. We are better able to keep track of things when they are labeled.

As always, feel free to reach out with questions, comments or concerns.
                                                          Ms. McPhaul


First Grade News   

We are off to a good start, let’s keep it up! 
[image: http://mathandtech.pbworks.com/f/1268839944/math_art.gif]
In Math class we will learn about:
· Reading a thermometer to the nearest 10 degrees
· Telling time to the half hour
· Showing money amounts using dimes and pennies
· Writing addition and subtraction fact families
· Making a bar graph
· Using tally marks to keep track of counting
· Counting by 5’s
· Identifying horizontal, vertical, and oblique
· Writing a fraction
· Dividing a set of objects into groups of 2

In Science class we will work on our first unit; Pebbles, Sand, and Silt. The class will:
· Investigate a river rock mixture of earth materials of different sizes. They will separate the rocks using a series of three screens to identify five sizes of rocks: large pebbles, small pebbles, large gravel, small gravel, and sand. They will add water to a vial of sand to discover silt and clay.
· Learn how people use earth materials to construct objects. They will make rubbings from sand paper, sculptures from sand, decorative jewelry from clay, and bricks from clay soil. They will go on a schoolyard field trip to look for places where earth materials occur naturally and where people have incorporated earth materials into building materials.  

Please make sure your child completes and turns in their homework everyday, it is essential to their learning. Practicing daily with addition and subtraction flash cards would give your student a head start to mastering their basic facts. Math-drills.com is a great website where a lot of additional practice can be found!
Mrs. Fanning
Greetings First Grade Families!
Here is what we will be doing during the month of October in Phonics,
Reading, and History & Geography … and how you as parents can help!

Phonics:
· There will be an assessment every fifth lesson
· Spelling lists will be sent home weekly. Please use them to help your child review for the spelling tests!
· Review sight words,  identifying initial, middle and end sounds in words
· Blend 3, 4 and 5 letter words
For Home: Please read the paragraph at the bottom of your child’s phonics homework to understand what he/she learned about that day.

Reading –Let’s Connect!
Comprehension Skills: 
· Analyze Story Structure
· Make Predictions
· Compare and Contrast
· Identify Main Idea and Details
· Analyze Character and Setting
Grammar:
· Verbs
· Present-Tense Verbs
· Past-Tense verbs
· Is and Are
· Contractions with Not
Writing:
· Personal Narrative
· Descriptive Sentences
· Story
For Home: Practice the above skills with your child a little each night. 

When reading with them, help them to develop their comprehension skills by asking “Think Aloud” questions such as: 
What do you think is the main idea in this story? How do you know that is what the story is about? Can you retell what happened in the story from the beginning to end? What is the setting of the story? Who are the main characters?

There will be an assessment every FIFTH lesson.

READ 20 MINUTES EACH NIGHT!

History & Geography: Early Settlers: 13 colonies, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington
For Home: Keep an eye out for the upcoming Projects and Activities!
They will be sent home in your child’s homework folder.		

Thank you for your continued support!
Mrs. Sereda 
2nd GRADE READING & HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY NEWS!!
[image: ]
Greetings Imagine Families,
[bookmark: _GoBack]	It is already October and we are having a blast learning new things in the classroom.  I am happy to say that the students are excited about reading!  
	
Snapshot of Learning for the
month of October

Saxon Phonics
· Sight words
· Combinations
· Rules

Treasures Comprehension Strategies/Skills
· Summarize/ Identify Sequence of Events
· Generate Questions/Make Inferences

Grammar							Writing
· Proper Nouns 					Report
· Possessive Nouns				Friendly Letter
· Plurals and Possessives			Explanation

World History and Geography
· Ancient China
[image: ]
Reminders to parents:				

· Make sure your child is reading every night for at least 20 minutes.
· Please send outdoor activities and games for our class so we can experience a more enjoyable recess.
· Check School Notes and School Max every week to keep up with homework assignments and grades.

If you have any questions, contact me at trendlyon.veal@pgps.org.
Ms. Veal
Math and Science:     

Dear Parents, 
I am glad to be back from maternity leave working with you and your children…many of you for a 2nd time! 

This month in math we will continue review of last year’s concepts. 
· Counting by even and odd numbers, 5’s 10’s and 100’s.
· Simple patterns and graphs
· Addition and subtraction facts, as well as beginning multiplication
· Word problems
· Finding length and width of shapes or objects
· Simple fractions; ½, ¼, and 1/8 of shapes

You can help your child strengthen these basic concepts as we add new dimensions to them by practicing facts with flash cards, making sure to use the “problem solving process” on homework sheets, measuring length and width using a ruler, and discussing fractional parts of sets of everyday objects (2/8 candies are blue). 

Remember tests are every 5th lesson, so a homework assignment that ends in a 4 or 9 means there is a test the next day!

This month in science, we continue our exciting unit called “Air and Weather”.
As you may have heard, we have done many fun experiments involving air pressure and bubbles, some with water. Next week we begin observing and discussing different types of weather. We will learn about moisture, pressure, wind, and different types of clouds. Help reinforce your child’s learning by reading books about weather, observing atmospheric conditions, and listening for weather on the news. Our unit test will be at the end of the month, and I will send a study guide in advance. 

I look forward to another great year with you all!
Mrs. Williams
Third Grade News 
Dear Parents,

September was a great month. I got to know all of the students and feel confident that we will have a great rest of the year. As a reminder please check SchoolMax weekly to have an accurate update on your child’s current grade and missing assignments. I have contacted a few parents regarding some slipping grades. I will continue to do this so that when you receive progress reports and report cards you will not have any surprises. 

For Science, we will continue to work on our first unit, the water unit. The students are having a great time and learning a great deal by conducting hands on water investigations. The Water Module consists of four investigations in which students explore properties of water, changes in water, interactions between water and other earth materials, and how humans use water. I will send out a study guide for the upcoming water unit assessment. 
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The following concepts are what we will concentrate on in Mathematics for the month of October.  Students will:

· Read and write numbers to 1,000,000,000
· Identify even and odd numbers
· Write numbers using words
· Identify multiples of a number
· Estimate a sum
· Master multiplication facts
· Multiply by multiples of 10, 100, 1,000, 10,000
· Multiply using mental computation
· Compare and order fractions
· Write checks
· Tell and show time to the hour, half hour, quarter hour, 5 minutes, minute and second
· Identify equivalent units of time
· Use comparison symbols (<, >, and =)

Remember to please check over each homework question with your child. The tests are almost an exact replica of the homework sheets. I also send home a study guide for extra credit on every assessment. Students will be given an assessment every 5th lesson. Practice, practice, practice with addition, subtraction, and multiplication facts.

Reminder: Field trip slips will be coming home soon. Our October field trip will be to Bowles Farm on the 25th. 
		Mrs. Doughty
Reading/Language Arts:       
Greetings Families, 
 
Happy October! This year is off to an amazing start with great parent support and wonderful students.  
 
For the month of October in Treasures, we will discuss two new weekly themes (Unit 2 weeks 4 and 5) and have our first unit assessment.  Unit 2 Week 4 theme: Out in Space. Unit 2 Week 5 theme: Being a Writer.  Within these two themes we will learn about:
· [image: ]Vocabulary: Out in Space: solar system, easily, farther, main, dim, temperatures, telescope, probably. Being a Writer: talented, single, proper, excitement, acceptance, useful.
· Vocabulary Strategies: Definitions and word clues.
· Comprehension: Generating questions, summarizing, and author's purpose.
· Grammar: Possessive nouns, sentence combining with nouns.
· Writing: Radio ad, book review
· Spelling: Consonant blends, words with /n/ gn, kn; /r/ wr
This month in History and Geography, we will continue to learn about World Geography. Some important concepts we will cover are: 
· Canada
· How is Canada different from the United States?
· Timeline of important events
· French and British heritage, French-speaking Quebec
· Important Rivers of the World
· [image: ]Asia:  Ob, Yellow (Huang He), Yangtze (Chang Jiang), Ganges, Indus
· Africa:  Nile, Niger, Congo
· South America:  Amazon, Parana, Orinoco
· North America:  Mississippi and major tributaries, Mackenzie, Yukon
· Australia:  Murray-Darling
· Europe:  Volga, Danube, Rhine
Novel for this quarter: Robin Hood and His Merry Outlaws by J. Walker Mcspadden. This novel will need to be finished by the 1st quarter, which is October 28th. There are 269 pages, so in order for the book to be completed by then, 4 pages would have to be read every single night. 
What you can do at home: 
· Pay close attention to the grammar, spelling, vocabulary, and comprehension worksheets that come home. Everything that is on those worksheets will be on the Treasures assessments and spelling tests. 
· [image: ]Each student’s Treasures packet will be sent home the day before the Treasures test. Please go over the answers with your child, make sure the packet is complete and that they understand what they are doing. If you have any problems, do not hesitate to email me.
· The number one most important thing to do at home is read to your child and/or have him/her read to you every night for 20-30 minutes. This is the perfect opportunity for your child to read and keep up with their novels! 
· Have your child go on the Treasures website to find games and activities that go along with the weekly themes.
·  The love of reading is key to academic success.
Thank you again for all your hard work!
Mrs. Grove


Dear Parents/Guardians,

It is amazing how time flies!  We are already in the month of October, which means that we are approaching the end of the first quarter.  Some students are becoming acclimatized with the rhythm of 4th grade and are making every effort to do and behave well!  Many thanks to those parents who are helping to accomplish this.  I could not do it without you!

Math Focus:  
Instructions: For Math this month emphasis will be on Geometry (Polygons, Angles, Pairs of Lines, Classifying Triangles), some Fractions (Comparing, Drawing Pictures of Fractions, Mixed Numbers), as well as Procedures with Rounding and Estimating, Division with Zeros in the quotient, and worded problems about Comparing and Elapsed Time.  Your child will continue to take notes as applicable in his/her notebook, as this will be necessary for the purpose of studying. 

Science Focus:
Instructions: We will continue Life Science (Structures of Life) for this month, and the children are having more fun than I anticipated. We planted our germinating seeds in water to learn more about hydroponics (growing plant without soil), in order to observe the life cycle of a plant.  We will observe the growth of these over a period of eight weeks to have first hand experience of the life cycle of a seed.

We will also introduce animal life via having and investigating crayfish and maybe snails in our classroom.  Students will handle the animals in an effort to investigate their behaviors and lifestyle.  This we hope to accomplish in order for students to develop greater understanding of the value of life, and how different animals interact with each other and their surroundings.  

Homework: Many more students are turning in homework daily, but there are still a handful that are not doing so.  Please ensure that your child completes and turns in all homework. Some Science homework assignments will be given over a period of days up to a week.  When this is done it will be graded as a ‘test.’  Please ensure that your child completes all of these.

Note:  
Continue to ensure that your child completes and turns in all work, including homework, on time.  Remind him/her to work diligently toward goals, stay focused in class, and behave respectfully at all times.  Our Character focus for this month is on Trustworthiness.  Your guidance is paramount in helping him/her to portray attributes of a reliable person!  

I look forward to a wonderful time of learning this month!
Mrs. Holding-Smith

Language Arts:
Happy October Parents and Guardians,

We have made it through the first six weeks of school and are already in the month of October.  We see much progress and promise in each and every 4th grader and consider it a privilege to work with your children.  In order for your child to have a successful year, we strongly suggest that you consistently do the following:
· Provide gentle reminders for them to keep materials and belongings organized.
· Check your child’s agenda book and homework nightly.
· Assist your child when preparing for quizzes and tests.
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We would like to provide you with an overview of the curriculum for the month:
Language Arts / Reading 
Unit 2: Take a Stand-Take a stand in your own life as well as in bettering the lives of others.
Unit 3:  Make a Difference-Find out about children and heroes that have made a difference in our lives.
Comprehension – Generate questions, Character, Plot, Connect and Compare, Make Inferences, Fact and Opinion, Problem and Solution, Author’s Purpose.

Vocabulary – Word parts/Base Words, Decode Multisyllabic Words and Foreign Roots

Writing – Formal and Friendly Letters

Spelling – words with the following features:  ar, or, ir, ur, silent letters b, kn, wr, 

Grammar – Singular and Plural Possessive Nouns, Regular and Irregular Nouns, Verbs (Main, Action and Helping) 

Social Studies – Monthly Project on The Basques (Mountain People)
Weekly assignments will be due towards the end of each week in the month of October.  However, the final project will be due on Friday, October 28, 2011.

Reminders/Notices:
Donations are consistently being accepted for our Treat Basket! 

Tip of the Month:  Show enthusiasm about school and homework…Your child is watching…!

Thank you for being your child’s first teacher!
Mrs. Burrows and Mrs. Harris
Fifth Grade News
Greetings Teammates!

We are moving along at a steady pace in Math and Science Class.  I am impressed with how much information the students were able to retain over the summer!  Please continue to ask your student(s) about what we are doing in Science Class.  We do a lot of investigating, observing, and analyzing during class and the students love to let you know what they have learned!  

Also, continue to work on basic multiplication and division facts if your student has not mastered them.  In addition to the facts, I strongly encourage you to talk about the math homework with your student.  The question “Why?” is a great one to ask for any problem.  For example, if your student can tell you why 56 divided by 7 equals 8, you know your child understands and has mastered the concept of division. The following is what the 5th grade will cover over the next month in Math and Science Class.
[image: http://www.wsulibs.wsu.edu/electric/trainingmods/gened300/academic_disciplines/images/math.gif]
Math:
· Factors
· Prime Numbers
· Greatest Common Factor
· Using Fraction Manipulatives
· Divisibility Rules
· Ratio
· Rates
· Mixed Numbers
· Reciprocals
· Least Common Multiples
· Measuring and Drawing Angles
· Reducing Fractions
· Using a Protractor
Science:
· Terrestrial Environments
· Aquatic Environments
· Water Tolerance
· Biotic Factors
· Abiotic Factors
· Environmental Hazards
Mr. Sereda
Language Arts                                          [image: http://www.darton.edu/programs/learning-support/images/read.gif] 

Greetings Fifth Grade Family,

We will cover the following topics during the month of October in our program:

Unit 2- Discoveries

Weekly Themes: “Cowboys and Cowgirls”, “The American Revolution”, and “The Right to Vote”

Reading Comprehension Skills
· Making Inference
· Drawing Conclusions
· Fact and Opinion

Grammar
· Plural and Possessive Nouns
· Action Verbs
· Verb Tenses

Writing
· Book Review
· Character Sketch
· Poem

Social Studies
· Spatial Sense
· Lakes of the World

Core Knowledge Novel
· Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas, An American Slave
(Students are responsible for reading assigned pages or chapters for homework.  They are given activities to complete for each chapter in the book.  They also will be tested on the vocabulary of each chapter.)

Please remember that students must complete all homework assignments each night to ensure comprehension and success.  
Ms. John
Sixth and Seventh Grade News 

[image: http://mset.rst2.edu/portfolios/p/pepe_l/toolsvis/web/final/images/languagearts.jpg]

Dear Sixth Grade Family,

Well, we have had a great start in sixth grade! We are continuing to discover the magnificent jewels in the Treasures program.

Here is an overview of what will be covered during the month of October in our Treasures program.

 Unit 2- Saving the Day
 Unit 3- Great Idea	
Reading Comprehension Skill
· Sequence of Events
· Character, Setting, and Plot
· Drawing Conclusions
· Cause and Effect
Grammar
· Possessive Nouns 
· Appositives 
· Action Verbs- Direct and Indirect Objects
· Past, Present, Future- Verbs
· Main and Helping/ Verb/ Tenses
Writing Skills and Application
· Expository
· Point of View Essay
· Dialogue
· Character Sketch 
Social Studies
· World Geography
· Ancient Rome


Current Core Knowledge Novel
Tales From Homer : Stories From The Iliad and The Odyssey by John Bergez

Please be mindful that students must complete all homework assignments each night to ensure comprehension and success. Remember, homework is 25% of student’s total grade. 

The school supply list was sent to each family over the summer. Please make sure students have all supplies listed on the supply list. Students are penalized in class if they are unprepared for school. Remember, trapper -keepers are not allowed. Each student needs a three –ring binder with dividers. 
We are in need of room deodorizer refills (Glade Scented Oil) [image: PlugIns® Scented Oil]so we can keep our room warm and smelling nice.  Any donations will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Please have your child read to you each night. Your interest, praise, and encouragement are sure to lead to your child’s success. 
Ms. McBurrows
Dear Parents and Students, 
Our sixth grade class has begun a new science unit: Levers and Pulleys.  We will study basic concepts in mechanics, which is essential for careers involved in engineering and design.  Students will learn through investigation, experiments and literature about the benefits of levers and pulleys, two of the six simple machines.  Students will realize the advantages of simple machines and how we greatly depend on these tools in daily life.
Our seventh grade class will explore Earth’s History by making observations using one or more of the five senses as well as inferences based on concrete factual information and or experiences.  This unit will take students on a virtual adventure allowing them to learn about the first Canyon explorer, John Wesley Powell.  Students will examine photographs, videos, various rock samples including acid test for calcium carbonate in rocks in order to learn through life experiences create in Science class.      
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTCxtGb0diUTpkMCta06Ey8h_Ykf24cwq2kaqJw5kDklyB1lqj5xpAa1-U]
Mrs. Fletcher
Reading/Language Arts

Welcome to a new month!  First, I want to commend all of my seventh graders on a great September.  They have all worked extremely hard and should be proud of their accomplishments.  With that being said, there is still a lot more to be done.  

In Reading, we are wrapping up our unit on fiction and nonfiction.  By the end of the unit, students should be able to answer the question: What is the best way to find the truth?  A five paragraph essay answering this question will be assigned within the coming weeks as part of the overall unit assessment.  Information for this assignment will also be posted on the class website.

Students will take a Unit One assessment.  As of now, it is scheduled for the week of October 10.  Students will get a chance to show what they have learned.  Information that will be assessed includes author’s purpose, setting, historical context, context clues, narrative text, point of view, and characterization.  It will also include the types of informational texts we have discussed (atlas entries, public documents, contracts, and applications) as well as any vocabulary terms that students have been asked to write in their binders.

Students will begin another writing assignment the week of October 3rd.  This will be a five paragraph autobiographical narrative.  This assignment will begin in class and will be finished at home.  As with the descriptive essay, this assignment should be turned in either via email or flash drive.  A rubric will also be sent home and posted on the class website.

In grammar, students will begin taking a look at verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.  Additionally, there will also be a short quiz on nouns and pronouns the week of October 3rd.  Before the end of the month, there will be an assessment on the five parts of speech that we have gone over through the first two months of school.
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQX3T5xzuAx8cFgWkH6Lkve7vqUWF4Jrkrg1UPtHTkjpCE-xk47Q4TDmNGa7Q]
As far as our novels are concerned, we are still waiting for them to arrive.  As soon as they do, we will begin reading The Call of the Wild by Jack London.  More information is forthcoming.

Social Studies
Guidelines for the “Create Your Own Island” Project were sent home on Friday September 23rd.  The final project is due on Monday, October 24th.  Below are due dates for each part of this project:

10/3/11: Sketch of Political Map

10/7/11: Sketch of Physical Map

10/14/11: Elements of Culture paper rough draft

10/24/11: Final Project

In addition, we will continue to look at the earliest humans and their impact on both the ancient and modern world.

I know this seems like a lot, but I also know that my students are all more than up for the challenge.  As always, if I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to ask.  Let’s have a great October!
Mr. Cuvo
Greetings Parents!
September has been a very busy month.  Students have learned a lot and we will continue to learn more.  During the month of October, students will learn about:

Sixth Grade
· Reducing fractions
· Dividing fractions 
· Multiplying and dividing mixed numbers
· Multiples
· Least common multiples
· Equivalent division problems 
· Two-step word problems
· Average parts 1 and 2

Seventh Grade
· Transformations
· Laws of exponents
· Scientific notation for large numbers
· Repeating decimals
· Classifying quadrilaterals  
· Adding and subtracting integers
· Probability
· Proportions

REMINDERS:
 
· If homework is not being completed…your child is hindering their ability to succeed in this class.
· Multiplication is critical in order to ensure success. Without multiplication it is impossible to pass Pre-Algebra and Algebra.
If you have any problems with the math lesson feel free to call me or visit the Super Math website at www.wolframalpha.com. 
Mr. Seneque
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